General situation
The lack of democratic tradition, multi party political experience, absence of tolerance and  its economic neglect make difficult the situation in this region. Economic issues are still in the second plan, although they are certainly a burning problem. Investments still avoid Sandzak areas.
 Policy of taking away power from the Sandzak municipalities and overtaking their responsibilities hasn`t ceased. Sjenica is connected with Kraljevo in some services, with Uzice in others, and with Cacak in the third ones. Sandzak municipalities are still being marginalized in sharing the budget. Numerous institutions existing here don`t have concrete results, especially in the field of improvement and promotion of human rights and freedoms. That`s why many things are left to improvisations. There are necessary further steps in education of representatives of not only local organs of power, but of the very leading structures, NGOs and ordinary citizens. The hard situation is reflected in education, medical care, lack of infrastructure. Novi Pazar that has been known as a city with more hundreds jeans and shoes factories for a long time, slowly loses those features. Small factories are being closed over and over. The workers used to work in those factories, without health and pension insurance lose their jobs in a day. The problem of insufficient capacities of Primary and Secondary schools become more and more visible. In primary schools in Novi Pazar there are classes with 40 and more pupils. Higher schools and Universities existing in Novi Pazar don`t have adequate teaching staff, they lack lectures and exercises.




Political parties and relations
Bosnjak political parties deal more with mutual conflicts, becoming in fact, for too much ambition and numerous improvisations, ordinary pawns in the hands of the biggest political parties in the country.
„Minority“ laws were designed in a way, regardless all the pomp following them simply don`t function. Bosnjak community, with its problems, in the eyes of International Community, Serbia and Montenegro can`t be reduced only to names, treatment and controversal work of a few public, privileged persons and „professional“ Bosnjaks in Republic ministries and institutions, but with no power and influence. Democratic potentials of Sandzak are still modest and insufficient. One should face the real facts, the dangers of authoritarian leaders, „stamp institutions“, organizing fruitless meetings and manifestations. It is not simple at all bearing in mind an open competition in „flattering“ the authorities in Belgrade and Podgorica.
Bosnjaks must be put into a strict selfanalysis. Lack of real experts is a big problem of Sandzak. Local media, amateur sports and folklore manifestations, along with the dominant political conscious, are being affirmed as the top achievements for internal use. Discouraging is a certain kind of indifference of people as well as making passive of the modest intellectual potentials that still exists and takes care of moral principles. We persistently give diagnosis but, without help from aside that we are looking for, we don`t know about the right therapy. Institutions, and not parties, self-appointed experts and stamp-parties make imunological system of Bosnjak national community. Representative Bosnjak parties in new, changed conditions, astonished with the speed of changes, got used to prohibitions and institutional obstacles that used to prolong their lives at the political stage and set them free from the political responsibility, mainly haven`t managed, or they could on behalf of Bosnjaks articulate their demands in the right way, shifting, according to the previous practice, its part of responsiblities to the regime, or entering, not thinking, for political and own survival, into inappropriate coalitions. Political mental body reamined almost the same.
Political situation in Sandzak municipalities, particularly in Novi Pazar, is extremely complex. Bosnjak political parties, with poor democratic capacities still deal with mutual accounting. For the lack of cohabition, for obstruction among Bosnjak politicians, municipal organs and services don’t almost function. The representatives of the Municipal and Assembly organs deny implementation of the Law on local administration. Municipality and Assembly and Parliament organs are not able to function normally and still don`t have the conditions necessary for everyday work. For various political conflicts mainly citizens suffer, since there is not practically any institution functioning completely right now.
By the end of March 2006. coalition List for Sandzak asked from the Government of Serbia introducing receivership and dismissal of the Assembly of Novi Pazar for, as they cited, series of illegitimate accepting of the Municipal budget for this year. The Assembly majority of the Municipality of Novi Pazar, consisting of SDP, SZS and SRS made a decision on declaring the citizens about withdrawal of mayor Sulejman Ugljanin. The plebiscite is planned for 14th May 2006. The Government of Serbia made a decision on dismissing the Municipal Assembly of Novi Pazar for disobeying the Law and the decisions the Constitutional Court of Serbia, but that decision didn`t stop holding the referendum on withdrawal of Sulejman Ugljanin.


The attitude of the authorities towards violation of human rights and freedoms
The representatives of the Youth Initiative for Human Rights from Belgrade cited at the press conference, as the daily „Danas“ reported on 17th June 2005. :“The authorities in Serbia don`t respect transition laws being passed by themeselves that should contribute to establishment of the rule of Law, is the result of the study being performed by the Youth Initiative and Swedish Helsinki Committee for Human Rights. The mentioned NGOs were monitoring of implementation of 5 transition laws of the importance for establishing democratic social order from March until June 2005. Andrej Nosov from the Youth Initiative, presenting the report, said authorities in Serbia don`t take care of the rule of Law as they emphasize. He said that according to the Laws on free access to information The Government of Serbia, public entreprises and institutions were sent demand and the results were defeating. Out of 530 demands the Initiative got answers to 259 of them, what makes about 49%. There was no answer from the Ministry of Education, Ministry of Health, Ministry of Economy and from the president and vice president of the Government. Ministry of Finances answered one out of 7 questions. So, the citizens hadn`t got the answer about the salary of the director of Tlekom and when and how Ratko Mladic was retired. The Law on cooperation with the Hague Tribunal is being borken by the institutions responsible for its implementation – the Government of Serbia and the Ministry of Intrenal Affairs. The ministers negotiate with the accused for war crimes about their voluntary surrender claiming them patriots and heros. Nosov underlined the
Government claims it won`t arrest the accused for war crimes and it won`t respect the Law on cooperation with the Hague Tribunal, and the police doesn`t accomplish the orders for arresting them. There was cited in the report the members of national minorites don`t have right on education and information in the minority languages, as well as the right on participation in the local organs of power.
Sandzak Committee is worried for the permanent unreadiness of the state organs to sanction the crimes being done between 1992 and 2000. at the territory of Serbia and upon its residents (case Sjeverin, Strpci, Kukurovici, 
, burning, robberies, murders, proscriptions of Bosnjak population from Priboj commune, various forms of institutional discrimination, court-political processes, brutal police actions, etc.
Numerous criminal charges by the victims, according to the evidence of Sandzak Committee, for Court disorganization, prolonging, synchronical obstructions have already expired. Many people, even 13 years later can`t achieve their rights. Un that context, we will remind, just for an illustration, of a marathon court process of trial to the group of 24 Bosnjaks in Novi Pazar being started in 1993., as well as of the case „Djerlek“, being known to domestic NGOs for human rights and International organizations, that haven`t been closed even 10 years later and have been expired. Also, in the court procedures fro cases where criminal charges have been brought by Sandzak Committee (May-June 2001. and February 2002.) against the policemen, second instance sentences haven`t still been brought.
Criminal charge before the District Court in Novi Pazar, started in May 2003. against 24 Bosnjaks hasn`t still been resolved. More than 13 years the rights of the accused are partially reduced. They are under heavy accusation, without visible signs of possible end. All the criminal charges  of this kind in the state were abolished. We think the reason for such a behaviour by the state, being manifested through Prosecutor`s office and Court, is in the effort of the official power to find out a model to end this political process in the way of leaving the accused with no right on any satisfaction for the time spent in temporary arrest. We just want to remind this right has been realized by all the ones accused in Bijelo Polje process in 1995. Of course, it is impossible without a meritory sentence. This process has permanently been postponed, for process reasons and for absence of some of the accused. The place of residence of some accused is unknown, and the court doesn`t want to split the process and judge those whao are available and accept the court`s invitation. That reason is constantly being used for postponing and along with that solution of this matter. The Committee believes this issue has conditions to be shifted to the competence of International Court, since the domestic courts are not capable of solving the problem. However, for the lack of budget to pay the layers of the accused, the activity of the Committee is focused on monitoring this process before the domestic courts.




Protection of the victims` rights
Families from Priboj commune which houses were burnt 1992.-1997. in their address to the Sandzak Committee stress chronical impossibility of return to their properties, since some houses were destroyed some weren`t, for the lack of budget and absence of care of the state, and reconstructing them. They are persistant in the demand form Sandzak Committee to start the criminal charge against the state in the aim of compensation for the damages being done to them. For the financial problems Sandzak Committee wasn`t able to engage attorneys in this case, but it applied with other NGOs in Belgrade with which it has a fruitful, long cooperation, which are ready to help legally to these people in those requests.

In Priboj by the decision of the Municipality of Priboj in 2003. there was formed a 5-member commission with the aim to find out about the facts regarding events in that period. The commission found out the following: 50 houses were burnt, 156 houses were demolished, 23 people lost their lives. According to the information of Sandzak Committee there was made a great damage since Sandzak Committee was addressed by trhe people who hadn`t been involved by the findings of the Commission, among who there are Pecikoza Rasim from Priboj and Jusuf Kaltak from Kukurovici and the residents of Strpci.
At the meeting organized on 22nd February 2005. in Priboj with the topic implementation of minority rights and work of national councils in Serbia, Semiha Kacar, the chairman of Sandzak Committee was talking about the status of human rights and freedoms from the village Strpci, and regarding events 1992.-1997. in the municipality of Priboj with the request to Sandzak Committee to help them in the process of getting compensation with the competent institutions, reconstructing houses, return and other problems in their lives in the places being completely destroyed . They said they would give us all the documentation they had. But the problem about the financial costs in examining the damage and representing the damaged families are the obstacles to help them.
Sandzak Committee was visited on 29th March 2005. by a delegation from Priboj: Sukic Alija, a coordinator and the member of the Municipal commission being formed in 2003., Sarak Suljo and Pecikoza Samid, representatives of the displaced people from Priboj commune. They informed us about the problems the displaced encounter and asked Sandzak Committee for help and advice them how to solve those problems. One of their main problems is that the state even 12 years later is not able to help the people from Priboj, who in the time of abductions and murders in the 90-ies lost their homes. They proved their stories with the documentation. At the meeting we agreed to:

-do the preparations for an overall charge against the state, since the families which homes were destroyed haven`t got any compensation for that; try once more with the Government of the Republic of Serbia with a renewed request to say something about the previously said if there is any readiness to respond to their requests about the compensation for the damage happened to them. This Government has been sent 5 letters, from the citizens and the mayor of Priboj, as well as the report of the Municipal Commission; coordinator Alija Sukic had a telephone talk to a lawyer of the Humanitarian Law Fund – dragan Lalosevic and on that occasion they agreed the situation regarding contacts with the Republic Government would be elaborated. Lalosevic promised them a feedback information; there was taken an obligation to send the Fund complete information to help it doing something with the Republic Government and Parliament. Sandzak Committee got a complete documentation. It was agreed the representatives of the displaced to stay in touch with the Sandzak Committee.
By the end of May the representatives of Sandzak Committee visited Priboj villages being damaged during the nineties, when Bosnjaks were being expelling from their own homes, killed and fightened. What is worring is that the state even 13 years after hadn`t done anything to help the families of the killed, as well as to the displaced to return to their homes. Until 1992. Bosnjaks have lived in Sjeverin, Kukurovici, Milanovici, Zaostro, Socica, Zivinac, Voskovina, jelovik, Batkovici, Medjurecje, Radnje, Dragovici and then there happened inferno. There was started „cleansing“ the villages from Bosnjak population. Priboj is still being forgotten, first of all, by the state organs and institutions. During the last 13 years the state hasn`t done anything to help the damaged. As Hamed Pecikoza said they contacted the Government and many other organs of the local power four times. No answer. Many NGOs addressed the competent representatives of authorities, but there was no progress. The relation of the local administration to waht was happening with Bosnjaks in Priboj is still a special story. As Pecikoza said addressing local authorites was waste of time, since thehave always sent them somewhere else. 
The mentioned Priboj villages where Bosnjaks used to live seem forget 13 years later. Devastation much worse than at the first days after deportion. There was enough time for all the furniture to be stolen from homes. Many houses and annexes that hadn`t been destroyed by the war remained even without windows, doors, roofs…Even wall wooden covers were taken away, floors……Everything was, in the full sense of the word, devastated. During the nineties the Army of FRY was staying in the houses and traces are pretty visible. There is no house that hasn`t been almost destroyed and without traces of soldiers. That way the houses were even more damaged. There were written different names on the walls, the names of the cities, oaths and many outrageous messages based on insults on national basis. There is no correct information how many families left their homes. The exile was particularly massive in the villages on the border with Bosnia. All the homes of exiled Bosnjaks were robbed and destroyed. People were leaving with only one bag in their hands. The sticks depended on the mercy of the neighbours. Hamid Pecikoza gave a good example when we visited him. Hilmo Alivodic`s house was saved thanks to the neighbour Dobrisav Radovic. “Different gangs were coming to rob the house but Radovic offered resistance. You can see what means to have a nice neighbour. But this case is the only one. If only there had been more such people, said Pecikoza.
The representatives of Sandzak Committee visted: Sjeverin, Strmac, Milanoviće, Voskovina, Batkovići and some others. We found an older couple who returned. There is no return since there is no money for reconstructing the houses. The necessary budget exceeds capacities of the Municipality of Priboj. Only in Kukurovici, as Pecikoza said, some houses had been renewed thanks to donations. The exiled Bosnjaks have been able to see their properties since 2000. But there are no conditions for living there, and fear hasn`t been uprooted yet. Nobody was examined for burning the houses, for murders and exile. There had been made about 150 photos at the terrain certifying return is not possible yet. There is no aid by the state. The reserahers of  Sandzak Committee made a video material to be used for developing a mini film that is to be broadcasted on the local TV stations. The Committee reprsentatives are going to visit the other villages being damaged in the 90-ies of the last century.
In villages Krajcinovici and Zabrnjice (Priboj commune) there was made a decision to close schools, so that 18 pupils will have to walk 10 kilometers to the nearest school. For such a decision few families living there will be forced to move.
James Lion from the International Crisis Group, presenting the report about „Serbian Sandzak“,  in Priboj on 7th July 2005. said: ’We described the situation in the 6 towns of Sandzak belonging to Serbia and called the report „Serbian Sandzak“ so that International Community could realise waht is going on here and what kinds of problems are here. Our wish and aim is that region not to be seen as an area of potential interethnic conflicts. The problem here is economy, since there is an economic and social disaster here. In the near future I cannot see any hopr for this area, by the Government from Belgrade or by the International Community. Another problem is recent past. WE must know the truth about Sandzak. I have been in Sandzak for almost five years. Crimes had been done here. In our report we wrote that in the municipality of Priboj about 20 were“cleaned“ of Bosnjaks. During that action 185 houses were burnt or destroyed and 23 Bosnjaks were killed. We especially processed the cases of murders of three Bosnjaks during attacks on the village Kukurovici, abduction of 17 Bosnjaks from Sjeverin, who were killed in Visegrad, abduction of 20 Bosnjaks in Strpce, actions of ethnic cleansing in the region of Bukovica in the commune of Pljevlja, massive dismissals of Bosnjaks from work, especially in Priboj. Simply, we must face the crimes. Even my grand-grandfateh, who was a brigadier commander in the American Army shooted Indians with 2 guns. We have his photo on the wall of the family house, but as a family, we had to face he did crime.“
Even 13 years later there are no conditions for return of the displaced from Priboj and Pljevlja communes

Collaborators of Sandzak Committee were talking to the mayor of Priboj Milenko Milcevic and Alija Sukic, the president of the Commission for damage sanctions, about the possibilites to help the families of the displaced from Priboj villages during the 90-ies . „Talking about obeying human rights in Priboj the situation is stable right now. At least, what I could perceive I think there are no problems“, remarked the mayor of Priboj Milenko Milicevic (DS). He underlined the local administration has an excellent cooperation with NGOs dealing with the issue of obeying human rights and similar matters. But, they can`t expect any aid from the Municipal budget, since the finances hadn`t been planned for that:“ „We have applied to the Government of Serbia several times regarding compensation for the families left their homes. We used every occasion and during the visits of high officials, even International Community, to draw their attention. Only the our letter to the Public Office we got a feedback information. So, the official requests which signers were also the members of the Commission which made visits, estimation and inventory of the destroyed property with the presence of people officially appointed to do it (civil inspector and others) there was no response. All those requests were signed by myself as a mayor. One was signed by me and the president of the M unicipal Assembly. We got no answer. Municipality only simbolycally could help. With the help of UNHCR there were built 3 houses and reconstruction of some other, destroyed houses, then we took part in repairing the road, paid wages to workers,k through Electrodistribution set them free of new intakes (Managing Board of Electrodistribution made such decision on our request), and in some cases we bought electricity meters, one home was divided between the two inheritors and in that case we paid for the intake.“ Said Milicevic. The question if the returned families are safe he answered:“I think the level of safety is high now.“, and if the Municipality contacted International organizations he said „No“.
„The Municipal Assembly made a decision on building up the monuments to the abducted in Mioce, and we are to agree with the residents about the place.“, said the mayor of Priboj Milenko Milicevic, making comment that he doesn`t expect a respond from the Government of Serbia on the basis of previous experience:“Besides the rest we have a letter from the Government advicing us to apply at the Property Direction. We forwarded them a request but they answered they were not competent for that. My effort was to equalize those people with the ones from the South of Serbia. Simply, such a problem should have been solved on the highest level. In the case of Jasa Tomic in some cases interventions are urgent, but in some there are no interventions. It is well known for some houses in Bujanovac to have been reconstructed after the crisis. It would be good to apply the same treatment to everybody. But it is not like that.“

Alija Sukic, the president of the Commission for damage rehabilitation described the newest activities of the Commission and the local administration:“We sent a letter to the Government of Serbia on 11th May 2004. with the whole problems regarding the residents of 4 local communities (4 villages and 8 hamlets) in the municipality of Priboj. That time there were killed 23 Bosnjak people (Sjeverin 16+1+3, Kukurovici 3), and 50 houses were burnt and 156 destroyed. But, the Government forwarded the letter to the Ministray for Capital Investments, where it was 5 months, after which, with a new intervention, we got an answer it wasn`t their competence, and the document was returned to the Government. I have to mention, the same situation happened with all other letters since 2201. With the request of the residents of Priboj the Municpality brought a conclusion to oblige itself about this case on April 28th 2005. The local administration forwarded that decision to the Government of Serbia on 30th April 2005., so that the Government could overtake the obligation to rehabilitate the caused damage, since the Municipality of Priboj hadn`t been able to do it for the lack of money. We haven`t got an answer yet. There were sent 6 official requests for help trough the Municipality. Besides the permanent efforts to establish contacts with the Government we were forced to address the Public Office of the president of the Republic of Serbia with complete documentation (with the report of the official Municiapal Commission). Our request was registered on 25th October 2005. with the number 05401804/2005. The Office, after some discussions concluded it was competence of the Ministry for Human and Minority Rights. The case material has been in the Ministry for a long time.(since 18th January 2006.) We haven`t got an answer yet.
                         Violation of human rights and discrimination
Sandzak Committee has been addressed by the people of various nationalities living in this area, Bosnjaks, Serbs and Romes. More and more we have had cases of discrimination at work on the national basis and for political affiliation. Both Serbs and Bosnjaks complain about such a discrimination. There is also a discrimination in the field of education (retaining previous contents in the school books discriminating national communities in terms of incorrect and evil interpretations that may be a source of an animosity towards the same, intolerance and even hatred). 

Personnel structure
According to the data resulting from the research of Sandzak Committee, national and personnel structure in some towns of this region is still extremely bad, and it is not compatible with the population structure. Sandzak Committee examined the situation in the personnel structure in the communes of Novi Pazar, Sjenica, Tutin, Priboj and Prijepolje. National participation is completely disordered in the state institutions (Police,
courts, Prosecutors) for disadvantage of Bosnjaks
.  The practice existed in the last decade hasn`t been left yet. In Sjenica in the Municipal Prosecutor`s Office there is no Bosnjak. The situation in Priboj is still very difficult. In this town according to the 2002. rosters there are 30377 people, 22523 (74,14%) are Serbs, 5567 (18,32%) are Bosnjaks, 1427 (4,69%) are Muslims, 432 (1,09%) are Montenegrins, there are 22866 (75,27%) othodox believers and 6.997 (23,03%) Muslims. There is not an equal participation of Bosnjaks in the power organs according to the percentage of the community. Out of 81 members of administrative and monitoring boards of public enterprises there are 8 Bosnjaks. The mayor, vice president, president of Assembly, secretary, head of the Municipal administration are not Bosnjaks. Out of 79 empleoyees in the municipal administration, 15 are Bosnjaks. In the Municipal Court there are 5 judges and only one is Bosnjak. One Bosnjak is a master of the Court, out of 4 of them. The Prosecutor is not of Bosnjak nationality and his deputy hasn`t still been appointed. For the functions being determined by the Republic of Serbia no Bosnjak has been appointed. In the Police administration the situation has been bad for a long time and it has only recently started to improve. There are not  representatives of Bosnjak community even among the directors of public enterprises (there are 9 enterprises in Priboj), as well as in the Municipal museum. Out of 10 workers of House of Culture 6 are Bosnjaks, and in the Information Centre  out of 25 workers only 2 are Bosnjaks (one of them is a journalist). Out of 72 members of school boards, 4 are Bosnjaks. Out of 41 councillors 10 are Bosnjaks, and the power in the town was formed in 2003. by the councillors of SPS, DSS, SPO-NS and SRS. For such a situation in Priboj the citizens blame the members of Bosnjak political parties, as well. The situation in Prijepolje is also difficult. According to Almir Mehonjic, in the Municipal administration of Prijepolje there are 80 employees, only 10 are Bosnjaks; in the House of Culture out of 22 employees only 2 are Bosnjaks; in the local  Road Directions there is no Bosnjak, as well as in the Museum. The similar situation is in the state institutions. In the police there are 10-15% of Bosnjaks, and in the court there is only one Bosnjak. There is no Bosnjak in Prosecutor`s Office. Bosnjaks are only a majority in the Employment Bureaue. All of this caused some other forms of discrimination through a bad road infrastructure in the villages with the major Bosnjak population, through a complete absence of cultural contents from the Bosnjak cultural inheritance, lack of care for the monuments of Islam culture and other monuments from the Bosnjak tradition. In Prijepolje  there are a few necropols of Bogumil tombstones being protected by none, and for their value they are a rare cultural monument; then, there are rare houses of Turkish architecture that are in danger and it is a matter of a day when they are to be ruined themselves. You can imagine which problems new authorities encounter since it can`t increase the number of employed Bosnjaks. From the top levels of power decreasing the number of employees of 10% in the organs of the state administration is being demanded. Serbs from Prijepolje who, for not performing their jobs during the NATO bombing lost their jobs, were mainly returned to work.
 The situation is bad in Nova Varos. In Nova Varos Bosnjaks say their position is even worse than before. There were divisions according to the place of living between citizens and peasants, so Serbs from the city area respected more their neighbours Bosnjaks than Serbs from rural settlements. Since 2000. the situation has changed, there appeared a silent boycott of Bosnjaks by Serbs. This boycott is noticable in all the spheres of life – from anonimous calls through avoiding shopping in stores which owners are Bosnjaks to the relations in public services. More than 18% left the town for such a situation and closeness of battlefield. They mainly moved to Novi Pazar. There was brain drain of quality people, since the problem of employment is more than evident. One could more easily find a job by the beginning of 90-ies than now. In Nova Varos Municipal Court out of 5 judges there is only one of Bosnjak nationality; out of 3 magistrates one is Bosnjak, and in the Prosecutor`s Office there is no Bosnjak. The situation in the police is even worse. In  Zlatar newspapers there is no Bosnjak. During the last years Bosnjaks were getting  permits for opening stores more and more difficult. There wasn`t founded any magazine, newspaper to deal with the matters of Bosnjaks. Regarding functions in the administration, besides one member of the Municipal Council, registrar and workers there is no Bosnjak. One councillor od Democratic party in the Assembly is Bosnjak, and there is one Bosnjak a member of Managing Board in a school. It is hard to get work permit, location for building an object or anything else. Serbs don`t have such problems. Since 1992. there have been provocations of both Serbs and Bosnjaks by the reservists. They organized themselves and addressed Uzice armycorps. People are talking about problems whispering, because they are afraid of consequences. Since 2000. there has been a tend of lobbing against Bosnjaks. The residents of Nova Varos of Serbian nationality even don`t call them Bosnjaks, but Muslims, undervaluating their identity. The power in Nova Varos was formed by SPS, SRS and PSS.
The announcement of „Gazi Isabeg religious school from Novi Pazar about the right on children`s supplement
The administration of the Gazi Isabeg religious school sent a letter to the Government of Serbia No. 84/2005 of 9th June 2005. with the request to enable the students of the religious school to use the benefit of infant supplement.
In the letter sent to the Service for Children Care of the  Municipality of Novi Pazar by the Ministry of religions of the Republic of Serbia:


„We know this issue hasn`t been precisely described by the Law, but it doesn`t mean there are reasons for the students of religious schools to be discriminated on any basis and lead to a different status comparing with the attendants of public and private schools. Persistantly supporting this attitude Ministry of religions in the 39th Article of the Law on legal status of religious organizations installed the following covenant: „Regular students of religious schools and faculties for preapring the priests and other religios clerks, regardless if schools or faculties have or haven`t been involved into the public educational system, have rights on medical care, infant supplement, social protection, pupils` or students` standards, postponing and civil military service, on the conditions and ways being enjoyed by the students of public or private schools or faculties. Having in mind the religious communities are an important part of a society, we are suggesting you to treat the students of religious schools in the sense of infant supplement and other social receivings equally with the students of all other schools, was cited in the letter being signed by minister Milan Radulovic.

TV B92 broadcasted on 8th June 2005: „In the night between 17th and 18th March of the last year when there Bajrakli mosque was burnt, minister Dragan Jocic himself ordered to the head of Belgrade police Milan Obradovic that „police mustn`t use force“. That order was recorded in the talks being led that night between the head of the police Miroslav Milosevic and Mr Radulovic.

The daily „Blic“ published the text on 4th October 2005.“Unfulfilled promise about the Bajrakli mosque in Belgrade“, where, besides the rest, there was written the following:


„Belgrade mufty Hamdija Jusufspahic announced that authorities in Serbia haven`t fulfilled their promise about reconstruction of Bajrakli mosque being destroyed in the riots in March last year. „We are satisfied with the relations with the Ministry of religions, but I have to say that the most reponsible people in the country haven`t fulfilled their promise, either the Prime Minister or the president of the state of Serbia“, said Jusufspahic. He reminded that believers of Islam religion don`t have a cemetary right now. Belgrade Bajrakli mosque was damaged on 17th March 2004. in the riots appeared for the violence in Kosovo. The citizens of Serbia are obliged to pay, together with usual stamp, an extra stamp of 8.50 dinars by the end of building the Temple of St. Sava. The citizens repine, particularly the members of minorities and other confessions, thinking such an action should have been done on voluntary basis“.
Position of soldiers – recruits in performing military service in the Army of Serbia and Montenegro

Sandzak Committee recorded new cases during 2004. and 2005. showing an insecurity and unenviable position of Bosnjaks in the units of Army of SCG. One soldier from Novi 
Pazar lost his life while performing military service in Sjenica (Hasanovic Dzemail), while soldier Redzovic Elvedin from Novi Pazar, performing military service  in Bijela Crkva, was hardly injured and spent more than three months in incubation in the Military Medical Academy. Two soldiers from Prijepolje, Anis Masovic (beaten and mistreated on 25th May 2005.) and Edin Obucina (hardly injured in June 2005.) were hurt while they were performing military service in Pozarevac and Raska.

Social problems and deviations
After midnight, on 17th April, around 2.30, at the bottom of stairs of the hotel “Vrbak” in Novi Pazar, dead-alive , with heavy injuries of head and body, there was found Bahtijar B.Selimovic (47) from Novi Pazar, who died immediately after being taken to the Novi Pazar Medical centre. Police reported Selimovic was an alcoholic, and the injuries had probably been caused by his fall down the hotel stairs. There are some assumptions  that Selimovic, apart from high quantities of alcohol, was consuming a certain amount of sedatives. The same morning, in Lug street, there was found dead corpse of Ferid S.Emric (27) from Novi Pazar, who died for overdosing with dopes. As Dr Mirsala Islamovic Alickovic , head of Emergency department from Novi Pazar Medical Centre says, the number of addicts asking for medical help is growing for overdosing, but more often for the lack of dopes. The same weekend Emergency recorded in its record book further increasingof the number of addicts. The next evening one more person in Novi Pazar died of dope. The addicts usually gather near the Sports Centre, complex of “Jezero”, kindergarten and the hotel “Vrbak”. All these places are near the Police Station, but police doesn`t have any visible results on uprooting of this vice. The local media don`t almost report at all about this problem, while central ones do, not mentioning precisely the causes of death of some people.
For more and more visible problem in the town regarding spreading of dopes there was formed and Organizational Board “Together against drugs”, as well as a Municipal organ to deal with the same problem. According to some estimation of competent companions in Novi Pazar there are about 7 thousand addicts, and at the meeting on 25th June in Novi Pazar, there are 3.000 addicts. The action “Together against drugs” was initiated by Sandzak Alternaive and Sandzak Democratic Union, and then many others joined it, as well as the addicts` parents.
� Belgrade “Vecernje novosti” published the text “More water for Serbia” on 17th January 2006., where they said Serbia is going to invest about 4 billion dinars for reconstruction, building and maintenance of water objects. About 1,3 billion is the money from the Republic budget, and the rest should be covered by the Water industry. The project which implementation is planned by 2002. refers to building of dams “Selovek”, “Rovni”, “Prvonek” with the purpose of providing with water the communes of Kursumlija, Prokuplje, Blace, Merosina, Nis, Valjevo, Mionica, Lajkovac, Lazarevac and Ub, as well as the communes in Pcinjski area. This project planned work on regional water systems: South Morava, West Morava-Rzava, Ibar-Sumadija, Rasina-Pomoravlje, Timok, Mlava-Kolubara, Sava-Belgrade and Macva areas. One part of the total budget will be invested in the communes not belonging to the regional water systems. It refers to Ivanjica, Despotovac, Bajina Basta, Krupanj, Rekovac, Brus, Svrljig, Kladovo, Zagubica and others. The participation of the Republic budget in financing the project will be 50%, except for the regional systems, and if it is about the ruined systems the state will increase its participation for 10% more. It was planned financing from the Republic budget water systems of public importance Pecka Patrijarsija, Spocani, Djurdjevi Stupovi, Mileseva, Zica, etc.











� In relation to this decision reactions were different. The chairman of Sandzak Democratic Party, Dr Rasim Ljajic said it is “political violence being performed by a part of the Government of Serbia and that the Government must take responsibility for the consequences of such an act, since that decision will casue political radicalization in Sandzak.” Lajic continues that “There is no dilemma this decision was motivated by the fact that they wish to maintan majority in the Parliament of Serbia”. Predrag Bubalo, minister of economy of Serbia cited the Government of Serbia decided to dismiss the Assembly of the Municipality of Novi Pazar since it hasn`t brought up the budget within the legitimate covenants and hasn`t respected the decisions of the Constitutional Court of Serbia, but by that decision hasn`t been stopped referendum about withdrawal of mayor of Novi Pazar, Sulejman Ugljanin. Nermin Bejtovic general secretary of the coalition List for Sandzak said:” By this act the Government of Serbia stopped the legal violence and anarchy being performed in Novi Pazar by Ljajic`s SDP, Muric`s SZS and Seselj`s radicals. By introducing stopgap measures we got back lawfulness, law state and legal security of all the citizens and there will be made possible a normal work of all the organs of Municipality, public enterprises and institutions”. Azem Hajdarevic, former chairman of  the Municipal Assembly of Novi Pazar says: “ The decision is illegitaimate and it had been made in the aim of saving Mr Ugljanin from withdrawal at the referendum. The act that the Government of Serbia had made is a violation of rights of electors and the residents of the town.  There has been no justified legal reason to the Government for such a decision. This shows Sandzak problem must be internationalized. For the second time the Government breaks the electors` rights.”


� The case Sjeverin was processed only ten years later (2003). The Supreme Court of Serbia abolish first instance sentence for “case Sjeverin” and got it back to a renewed trial. The new trial, began in January 2005. was finished by the middle of July 2005. It was expected with the reason the accusation would be augmented to all other participants in this horrible crime: Dragan Dragicevic and Djordje Sevic, who had been arrested, while Milan Lukic and Oliver Krsmanovic are being trialed in absence. Instead of augmentation a new relativisitaion of the whole case appeared and it was reduced to participation of only few people. There were even changed statements being given in previous main inquest. What kind of relation of the state to this case is can be seen from the information there hadn`t been any representatives of the competent organs of power, even the people from the Ministry for Human and Minority Rights. This trial wasn`t also covered by media. Regarding the case Strpci it was the most burlesqued trials. The procedure was started in 1997. at the District Court in Bijelo Polje, trial has lasted for six years and only one man was condemned. Ranisavljevic, as a volunteer and soldier of Visegrad Brigade of the Army of Republika srpska on 27th February 1993. , together with the group of 26 people in uniforms under the command of Milan Lukic from Visegrad participated in attack of the train on the way Belgrade – Bar from which there had been kidnapped and killed 20 passengers of Bosnjak nationality. Carla del Ponte in the interview for Podgorica “Monitor” , in January 2005. said that all the crimes couldn`t be treated in Hague , that national courts must deal with war crimes and the “case Strpci” must be also resolved at the courts of Serbia and Montenegro. Many crimes here had simply been forgotten, although they must have been the issue of interest of the state and court organs. Arresting of some of the direct culprits of those crimes has been for a long time in the function of prolonging and rambling of investigation. It is frightening that for the crimes upon Bosnjaks in the last decade almost nobody has been investigated and the state wasn`t interested in such crimes at all.





� By the conventions of protection of national minorities there were determined some rights in the fields of education, culture, respect of national identity, free religion and performing religious rituals, an active participation of the members of national minorities in the political life in the power organs and other institutions, free use of language and alphabet, studying one`s history, tradition, customs and other works in order to overcome poverty. Many of these regulations were embodied in the Federal Law on Protection of National Minorities. But the Law doesn`t have instruments and device for implementation of its assumptions, but it largely depends on the states-members (Serbia and Montenegro). This Law is being treated in different ways by the each state, so that we have the situation in Serbia were established national councils of national community and those councils even got some financial support for work. There was introduced official use of the language in the areas with at least 15% of the members of a national minority, while in Montenegro such regulations are not being applied, as well as in some communes of Serbia (Priboj and Prijepolje). That`s why it should be insisted on making a Republic Law on this matter by the state members in order to concrete the law regulations according to the real situation and at the territories where minorities live. The laws in the local administrations should also be standardized with the Law and the Statute of the communes with mixed population, as well as to regulate those covenants in the sense of covenants of General Convention, Charter on Minority and Regional Languages, as well as with the covenants of the Law on national minorities. For implementation of protection of rights and freedoms of national minorities it is necessary to institutionalize the service of ombudsman in nationally mixed areas and to do a necessary lustration in judiciary and police.


General Convention pays attention to the effectiveness of participation of the members of national minorities in all the structures of political power and the processes of political making decisions, so it is necessary, at least regarding Bosnjaks, to take measures for an adequate participation of Bosnjak national community in the Republic structures of power. For example, out of total number of judges of the Supreme Court there is none Bosnjak, as well as among the deputies of the Republic Prosecutor. There is a great unbalance in comparison with the number population in the departments of the Republic Ministry of Finance, Republic Inspections, public enterprises and the other institutions. In the Municipal Prosecutor`s in Sjenica there is no Bosnjak, in Prijepolje in the Municipal Court and Prosecutor`s there is per one Bosnjak.











